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Directions: Using the resources provided, supported by logical reasoning, complete the Venn diagram with a minimum 
of three points in each of the larger circles, two in overlapping sections, and one in the center. Then answer the 
questions that follow.  



1. Considering your strengths, which section of the diagram represents the group of students you most 
effectively engage and challenge? What about your teaching philosophy and style resonates with these 
students? 

2. Which section of the diagram represents the group of students who pose the greatest challenge for you? 
Why? 

3. What are three specific actions you will take to better engage and challenge these students? 
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	Text1: Has a deeper level of understanding



1-2 repetitions for mastery



Highly self-critical



Enjoys indepedent learning
	Text2: Motivated by grades



Needs 6-8 repetitions for mastery



Enjoys school
	Text3: Enjoys creating



non-conformist



Silly or out-of-the-box sense of humor




	Text4: Likes to find a different way to do a math problem



Risk takers




	Text5: Enjoys working with like-minded students



goal-oriented
	Text6: 

Good Memorizer



Persistant when pursuing goals
	Text7: 

Curiosity
	Text8: Julie Pinto
	Text9: I've evolved; as a mathematics teacher, I began my career effectively engaging the high-achievers.  However, as I have worked on my own strengths, I now feel that I teach mathematics in a way that embraces the creative thinkers and the gifted learners.  I don't believe in mathematics as simply the reptition of a series of steps, but as a way to solve problems critically.  There is never just one way to do a problem, and I embrace the creative students that see problems differently than I do, and we often go on different paths to find the right answer.  I think many times we get stuck on the algorithms in mathematics class, and not the beauty and functionality of mathematics to solve real-world problems.
	Text10: High achievers often do not like open-ended mathematics problems, as they want to know the "right way" to solve a problem so they can get a good grade.  This presents the biggest challenge as they are impatient as we work through the mathematics and want to just get to the right answer.
	Text11: 1 - when doing an open ended mathematics problem, perhaps go ahead and give them the right answer, and have them work to find the path to the answer. Then they will know when they have done it correctly and that will take away some anxiousness.

2 - Ensure the high achievers that we will go over all of the problems in detail and give them a path to the right answer; I just want to understand their own thought process first.

3 - positive reinforcement as they work out of their comfort zones.


